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natural love for his country  and   religion
were soon  developed in the congenial  at-
mosphere of the Deccan ; they created   in
him an inspiration to free his country from
the tyrany  and   oppression of the   Maho-
medan rulers of those days.    "The central
authority at Bijapur," writes   Prof. Owen,
" was weak, distracted by  internal dissen-
sions    during   a    minority,    and    by    the
threatening attitude and aggressive move-
ments    of    Shah    Jehan's   representative,.
Prince Aurangzeb.    The young Shivaji saw
his opportunity, and several years before
the  Prince   became the Emperor,  entered
on an   ingenious,   daring   and   systematic-
course   of self-aggrandisement and   ambi-
tion.    But   never   was   a   great   revolution
begun more quietly   and   unostentatiously _
A movement which   was   to  pervade   and
convulse all India took its   rise,  like   one
of the Deccan rivers, in a  corner and in
the bosom of the hills."*
The account of the wonderful rise of
this great hero is fully described by Grant
Duff in his History of the Marathas.
- It will suffice to say here that Shivaji,.
imbued with lofty notions of Hindu
nationality, cherished from his boyhood
* The Fall of the  Mogul Empire by Prof.  Sidney J.  Owen, pp.
56-57.